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THE OFFICIAL  NEWSLETTER OF THE HONOLULU JAPANESE JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Fall 2019

President’s Message 

Honolulu Japanese Junior Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 1105
Aiea, Hawaii 96701

Website: www.hjjcc.com
Email: info@hjjcc.com
Phone: 808.949.2255

Aloha HJJCC Members,

It is my privilege to be the 70th President of the Honolulu 
Japanese Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

I joined the HJJCC nearly a decade ago, after participating as 
a contestant in the Cherry Blossom Festival, and I am truly 
grateful to this organization for the personal and professional 
opportunities it has offered me, as well as the wonderful 
friendships. 

My theme for this year is GROWTH. Together with the Board of Directors, I aim to support 
growth for both our organization and YOU, our members, asking, “What would our members 
like to gain from being part of the HJJCC?” and “How can our organization continue to evolve as 
we move into the future? How can we support the development of our next group of leadership?”

Mahalo to Crystine Ito and her committee for kicking off the 2019-2020 year with our 
celebratory Installation Banquet. We have many other member activities to look forward to, 
including membership mixers, community service activities, Young Business Roundtable events, 
hosting our sister Jaycee chapters from Japan, and the 68th Cherry Blossom Festival. 

If you have any questions or ideas, please feel free to contact me at president@hjjcc.com. Here’s 
to an exciting year together!

Warm regards,
Kristine Wada, 70th HJJCC President
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
By: Lara Karamatsu, 2018-2019 VP of Community Development 

The year continues to be filled with 
wonderful community service 
opportunities. On June 22nd , members 
were dressed up and volunteered at the 
annual fundraising dinner for the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawaii. Tasks at this 
event included greeting & registering 
guests, silent auction, and silent auction 
closeout.

On July 6th we once again helped man the 
food booth at the Kaneohe Higashi 
Hongwanji’s Bon Dance. Members were 
eager to help with packing bentos, taking 
food orders, running food to customers 
and breaking down the booth at the end. 
At one point in the night, members had the 
opportunity to join in on the fun and dance 
a few songs.

On August 10th we helped at the 17th 
Annual Korean Festival, held at Victoria 
Ward Park. Members helped with booth 
setup, transporting ice, and selling drinks 
(over a dozen different drinks!). Members 
completed these tasks, while dealing with 
the heat but always with a smile.
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There are many community service 
events in the future, but the two 
coming up next month is the Okinawan 
Festival and the Queens Benefit 
Dinner. Members will be helping at the 
always popular Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association’s Okinawan 
Festival on Sunday, September 1st. A 
fun one to help at and it will be held at 
the Hawaii Convention Center, 2nd 
year of AC! Members will be packing 
and selling Champuru Plates.

On Friday, September 6th, members 
will be helping the Queen's Medical 
Center celebrate a special year as it is 
their 160th anniversary. At the benefit 
dinner, members will be tasked with 
registration, silent auction, live auction 
and Illuminate. Community Service 
events are always fun, a great way to 
meet other members, and most of all, a 
way to give back to our community in 
some small way. We look forward to 
the rest of the 2019 events and
hope you will come out and join us! If 
you would like to volunteer for future 
community service events, please 
contact Sheri Morishige at 
community.service@hjjcc.com.
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MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
By: Kim Takata Endo VP of Membership Development 

On May 25th the HJJCC held its second annual Culture Day at the Kilauea 
Rec Center. The event was free to the public and included many activities 

from a diverse group of organizations.  
A special thank you to all of the groups that participated this year!

       Sakura Hawaii Alumnae                         Nuuanu Aikido Club
        Asian Lion Dance Team                  Tobosa School of Kali Escrima
                    Kendo                                             Kenshikan Dojo  
       Kilauea Rec Center                                         HJJCC
       Cherry Blossom Festival                             Manga Bento
      Oahu Intertribal Council
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YOUNG BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE
By: Kara Iwasaki, 2018-2019 Young Business Roundtable Chairperson

The Young Business Roundtable (YBR) was 
created to form a strong interactive and 
influential community among young 
professionals in Honolulu, and to assist 
members in excelling in their respective 
professions and careers. The YBR aims to 
provide and share opportunities for young 
professionals to network, to participate in and 
affect business-related issues, and to gain 
professional development experiences.

Our last YBR session of the fiscal year featured 
Traci Manalani, Director of Organizational 
Effectiveness at Hawaii Employers Council. As a 
seasoned facilitator with over 25 years of 
organizational development experience, Traci 
shared her expertise on Productive Conflict 
utilizing the Everything DiSC assessment. It
was an interactive and engaging session, 
providing our members with insights on how to 
effectively respond to the uncomfortable and 
inevitable challenges of workplace conflict. All 
members who attended received a free 
assessment after the session that personalized 
their own individual productive conflict profile. 
Thank you, Traci and the Hawaii Employers 
Council for graciously donating your time and
tools to our members!
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8TH ANNUAL HJJCC NIJIKAI
By: Crystine Ito, 2018-2019 VP of Management Development 

The 8th Annual HJJCC Nijikai event hosted 600 guests at Pomaika’i Ballrooms on Friday, June 14th.  The evening was 
filled with delicious food, drinks and; it was a festive night of entertainment and friendship.  There was an incredible food 
lineup with fourteen great restaurants including Chez Kenzo Bar and Grill, Kahai Street Kitchen, La Tour Café, 
Mariposa, Morton’s The Steakhouse, MW Restaurant, Pai Honolulu, Pint and Jigger, Pomaika’i Ballrooms, Roy’s 
Waikiki, Sansei Sushi Restaurant and Bar, Square Barrels, StripSteak Waikiki and Superb Sushi.  

This year, drinks were generously provided by Young’s Market Company, The Cherry Company, Johnson Brothers and 
Lotus Spirits.  Our entertainment was provided by Ryugen Taiko, kicking our event off with an exciting Taiko 
performance, and continued with the very talented Micah Ganiron playing live music throughout the evening.  Guests 
also enjoyed a photo booth, provided by Expressions Hawaii and had the chance to win great prizes during lucky number 
drawings.  

Proceeds from this event goes to support numerous HJJCC programs providing our members with opportunities to give 
back to the community, develop personal and professional skills at Young Business Roundtable sessions and continue to 
grow and strengthen our Japan sister chapter relationships.  

This year, we also chose to donate a portion of our proceeds to the Hawaii Foodbank in the form of  canned goods.  With 
these cans, we built a canned food display for the event featuring two maki sushi, two nigiri sushi and a pair of chopsticks 
weighing in at 941 pounds!

Thank you very much to all of our generous sponsors, donors, volunteers and guests who made our 8th annual event a 
success. A special thank you to our Gold Sponsor, First Hawaiian Bank and Bronze sponsors, Austin, Tsutsumi & 
Associates Inc., Hawaii United Okinawa Association, Kai Hawaii Inc., Rainbow Drive-In, Remedy Intelligent Staffing, 
Ronald N.S. Ho & Associates Inc. and WSP USA Buildings Inc.  Thank you very much to all of our generous sponsors, 
donors, the Honolulu Chinese Jaycees, volunteers, and guests who made our 8th annual event a success.

We are so grateful for everyone’s support of our Nijikai fundraiser and the HJJCC!  We look forward to seeing all of you 
next year at our 9th Annual Nijikai!  
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INSTALLATION BANQUET
By: Crystine Ito, 2018-2019 VP of Management Development 

On Saturday, July 13, 2019, the Honolulu Japanese 
Junior Chamber of Commerce hosted their 
Installation Banquet at Pomaika`i Ballrooms.  The 
HJJCC was honored to have over 100 guests in 
attendance including distinguished community 
leaders, 15 HJJCC past presidents, JCI Hawaii 
President, JCI USA National Vice President, fellow 
Jaycee chapter presidents and members, family and 
friends.  

The evening began with an introduction of 
distinguished guests and traditional kanpai toasts.  
The first kanpai was given by Scott Matsuda on 
behalf of the HJJCC to the guests, followed by a 
second toast to the HJJCC by 68th HJJCC President, 
George Takase.  The incoming leadership was then 
introduced and took the stage where JCI Hawaii 
President, Nhut Pham, officially installed the 
2019-2020 Board of Directors.  

Legacy awards were presented to deserving 
members who made outstanding efforts towards the 
HJJCC.  The award winners included, Member of 
the Year, Ryan Inouye; Directors of the Year, 
Crystine Ito and Kara Iwasaki; and Steering 
Committee Members of the Year, Sheri Morishige 
and Ritsuko Tomari.

After the Board of Directors were installed and the 
Award winners were announced, Kristin Alm 
Kamakahi gave her outgoing President’s speech, 
with a special presentation for HJJCC past president, 
Staci Yoshihara.  

After the traditional president’s gift exchange, 
Kristine Wada addressed the audience with her first 
speech as the 70th HJJCC President.

To close out the evening, 54th HJJCC President 
Devon Nekoba led the tejime, which is a ceremonial 
Japanese way to end a meeting or special occasion 
by rhythmically clapping hands.  

Congratulations to the 2019-2019 Board of Directors 
and Legacy Award winners.  Thank you to all of the 
of the HJJCC supporters for attending our banquet 
and to the outgoing HJJCC Board of Directors for all 
of their hard work this past year.  
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
Kara Iwasaki and Crystine Ito
      Directors of The Year

Ryan Inouye
Member of the Year

Sheri Morishige and 
Ritsuko Tomari

Cherry Blossom Festival 
Steering Committee 
Members of the Year



9

Honolulu Japanese Junior Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 1105
Aiea, Hawaii 96701

Website: www.hjjcc.com
Email: info@hjjcc.com
Phone: 808.949.2255

Want to get involved?
Send an email to info@hjjcc.com to get started!

JULY
Jadyne Yomono
Justin Limasa

Roxanne Takaesu
Starla Takara
Kelli Shintani

Jonathan Taketa
Heather Omori

Kristin Alm
Kurt Nagamine
Becky Ogata

Takaho Iwasaki
Staci Yoshihara

AUGUST
Kirstie 

Maeshiro-Takiguchi
Kelli-Ann Wong

Lori Kim
Ryan Sugimura

Erin Hi’ilei Morimoto
Kai Iwasaki
David Ota

Kyson Morikuni
Lauren Horikoshi

Masato Itoh
Brent Shiratori

Toby Yamashiro
Aaron Muraki

SEPTEMBER
Tobie Wada

David Torigoe
Tammy Lee

Jennifer Ezaki
Michelle Ota

Catherine Kenjo
Crystine Ito

George Takase
Laron Miyashiro
Brandon Miyagi

OCTOBER
Jackie Todani

Sean Michael Ishii
Brittney Kawahara

Harrison Saito
Jena Nakata

Kim Takata Endo
Jenna Kosaki
Leo Shimizu

Heather Smith-Lee
Kenneth Kim

Sydette Higuchi
Neil Kuioka


