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The Cherry Blossom Festival is on it's 67th year and it will be the 8th year for our annual Nijikai event.

We also look to continue partnerships with other organizations in our community to provide new 

cultural, community service and networking events to benefit our members.

This year marks a very significant year in history as being the 150th Anniversary of the first Japanese 

immigrants to come to Hawaii or Gannenmono. I know that they paved the way for many of us to be 

here today. As part of honoring the past, we are excited to offer Japanese cultural events this year,

The HJJCC would not be what it is today without the time, effort, commitment and hard work shown 

by all of its volunteer members so I would like to say a special thank you to the incoming and 

outgoing Board of Directors. Thank you for all of the sacrifices and hard work for the HJJCC - we are 

truly grateful to all of you.

Thank you also to our membership for supporting our organization - I look forward to seeing you at 

our upcoming events!

KRISTIN ALM KAMAKAHI

69TH HJJCC PRESIDENT

Honolulu Japanese Junior Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 1105
Aiea, Hawaii 96701

Website: www.hjjcc.com
Email: info@hjjcc.com
Phone: 808.949.2255

ALOHA HJJCC MEMBERS!

It is an honor to be the 69th President of the Honolulu Japanese 

Junior Chamber of Commerce!

We look forward to an exciting year ahead. For our members, 

we are planning a variety of membership events, an outstanding 

Young Business Roundtable series and engaging community 

service projects. Our International Relations area will maintain 

our strong relationships with our Sister Chapters.
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7TH ANNUAL HJJCC NIJIKAI
By Kurt Nagamine, 2017-2018 VP of Management Development

The sounds of taiko drums filled the 
ballroom as Dragon Beat welcomed guests 
into the 7th Annual HJJCC Nijikai at 
Pomaikai Ballrooms on Friday, June 1st.  
Later in the evening entertainment 
continued with a performance duo of Jon 
Yamasato and Darin Leong.

Throughout the evening, the 500+ 
attendees enjoyed delicious food and drink 
samples from eleven food booths (Chez 
Kenzo Bar & Grill, Guava Smoked, Kahai
Street Kitchen, Koko Head Cafe, The Pig 
and the Lady, Ping + Jigger, Poke Stop, 
Pomaikai Ballrooms, Sansei Seafood 
Restaurant & Sushi Bar, Square Barrels, and 
Wisp Restaurant and Lounge) and five 
beverage vendors (Johnson Brothers, Lotus 
Spirits, Pepsi, The Cherry Company, and 
Young’s market Company).  Upon entering 
the ballroom, guests posed for pictures at 
the HJJCC themed photo booth with their 
selection of props.  The evening also 
consisted of three rounds of lucky 
drawings where guests had the 
opportunity to win prizes ranging from gift 
cards, to electronics, to hotel stays. Thank you to Pomaikai Ballrooms staff, food and drink 

vendors, entertainers, emcees, Silver sponsors 
(American Carpet One, First Hawaiian Bank, Ronald 
N.S. Ho & Associates Inc., and Past JCI Hawaii State 
Presidents – Eve Epitome, Jay Raymundo, and Nathan 
Martin) for making the 7th annual Nijikai a success. 

Also, thank you to the HJJCC Nijikai Committee and 
66th CBF Court for volunteering your time and hard 
work to ensure a successful event.  Last, but definitely 
not least, thank you to all of our guests for coming out 
and supporting HJJCC!  See you all next year!

Photo Credit: Chris Kwock
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INSTALLATION BANQUET
By Kurt Nagamine, 2017-2018 VP of Management Development

On Saturday, July 28th, the Honolulu Japanese Junior Chamber of Commerce celebrated its 69th Board 
of Directors Installation Banquet at The Pacific Club.  The HJJCC was honored to have about 100 guests 
in attendance, including distinguished community leaders, seven HJJCC past presidents, the JCI Hawaii 
President, fellow jaycee chapter presidents and members, family, and friends.  The 2018-2019 HJJCC 
Board of Directors were officially installed by the JCI Hawaii President, Tyler Hiranaka.

Legacy Awards were presented to deserving members who made the extra effort to help HJJCC host 
many successful events throughout the year: Member of the Year, Kari Kiyota; Director of the Year, 
Gina Maeda; and Steering Committee Member of the Year, Ross Kohara.

Photo Credit: Brandon Miyagi
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President Kristin Alm Kamakahi addressed the 
audience with her first speech as the 69th HJJCC 
President.  To close out the evening, 64th HJJCC 
President Neil Kuioka led the tejime, which is a 
ceremonial Japanese way to end a meeting or 
special occasion by rhythmically clapping hands.

Congratulations to the 2018-2019 Board of 
Directors and the Legacy Award winners.  Thank 
you to all the HJJCC supporters for coming out 
and to the outgoing HJJCC Board of Directors for 
their hard work this past year.
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CONGRATULATIONS!
Kari Kiyota

Member of the Year
Gina Maeda

Director of the Year

Ross Kohara
Cherry Blossom Festival

Steering Committee Member 
of the Year



It’s been a busy couple of months for 
Community Service but our members 
showed up smiling, energetic and ready 
to go at every event.  
On July 7th we once again helped man 
the food booth at the Kaneohe Higashi 
Hongwanji’s annual Bon Dance.  The 
Hongwanji is always grateful for our 
members’ support, “Red Shinkansen” as 
they call us, and their bon dance is an 
event we always look forward to 
volunteering at. 
The following month, the Kaneohe 
Higashi  Hongwanji asked us back to help 
with their first ever music festival, a free 
event to raise money for the Holomua Na 
‘Ohana- Weinberg Village Waimanalo on 
August 18th.  Members helped in the 
food booth while enjoying the sounds of 
City Boys, Two Shades of Blue, K.H.H.B., 
Philip Strauss and TEN FEET!  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
By Lara Karamatsu, 2018-2019 VP of Community Development
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Members also got dressed up and 
volunteered at three fundraising dinners: 
Japanese Cultural Center Gala (6/16/18), St. 
Francis Hospital Wine Gala (7/21/18) and 
Queens Benefit Dinner (8/17/18).  All are 
worthy causes and we were glad to be a part 
of it in some small way.  Tasks at these events 
included greeting & registering guests, silent 
auction, raising wands (live auction), pouring 
cider, 10key tallying, you name it.
Rounding out this quarter we helped at one of 
our largest volunteer events of the year, the 
always popular HUOA Okinawan Festival on 
September 1st.  Always a big hit and this year, 
a new venue, the Hawaii Convention Center 
(with AC!).  Some members were put to work 
in the kitchen cooking and washing pans 
while the rest of the group packed and sold 
yakisoba until we were yaki-sold out!  

Community Service events are always a great 
deal of fun, a great way to socialize with other 
members, and most of all a way to give back to 
our island community in some small way.  We 
look forward to the coming events of 2018 and 
hope you will come out and join us!  If you 
would like to volunteer or have new ideas for 
future community service events, please 
contact Lara Karamatsu at 
community.service@hjjcc.com.      

Upcoming events:
Chopsticks and Wine, 10/11/2018
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MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
By Gina Maeda, 2017-2018 VP of Membership Development

For the first time, the HJJCC hosted a Cultural Day at 801 South, in conjunction with a visit from sister 
chapters Kurashiki, Kojima, and Tamashima. Members and their family and friends enjoyed live 
demonstrations of Japanese taiko from Dragon Beat, Chinese lion dancing with the Asian Lion Dance 
Team, and Okinawan shishimai and martial arts with Hawaii Okinawa Creative Arts. 

Other booths had hands-on activities, like ikebana (flower arranging) with Roy Otaguro and origami
with Mrs. Lillian Yajima and Sakura Hawaii Alumnae. HJJCC volunteers even cooked delicious takoyaki
and Japanese curry with rice. Po’ai Lincoln with Mission Houses and Archives showed attendees 
calligraphy using a real quill, and how to use pala’ie - a simple loop and ball game that is more than 
meets the eye. Manga Bento supplied Pikachu and Hello Kitty masks for keiki and keiki-at-heart to 
color and take home. Randolph Scoville-sensei and his students shared their knowledge of aikido, 
while Courtney Takara with Hawaii United Okinawa Association shared their knowledge of Okinawan 
culture.
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In June, HJJCC members joined Honolulu Japanese 
Chamber of Commerce members for Pints & Pizza 
at Brick Oven Pizza. Members from both 
chambers played games for prizes while enjoying 
delicious food and beer!

The first mixer for the 2018-2019 fiscal year was 
held on the rooftop at Dave & Busters, and 
introduced the new Board of Directors! Games 
brought members together and revealed some 
interesting trivia about Board members. Now we 
know whose favorite musical artist in high school 
was 2Pac! 

Be sure to join us for our 
next joint mixer with the 
HJCC on Thursday 
September 20 at the Plaza 
Club! Email 
events@hjcc.org to RSVP!
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
By: Kari Kiyota, 2018-2019 VP of International Relations

The HJJCC is proud and honored to celebrate our long lasting sister city relationship with the Kobe JCs, 
San JCs (Kurashiki, Kojima, and Tamashima), and Odawara JCs.   Following the Kobe JCs visit in March 
for the Cherry Blossom Festival, we were happy to spend time with the San JCs and the Odawara JCs 
during their visit to Hawaii.  This year marks the 33rd year of our relationship with the San JCs and our 
34th year with the Odawara JCs.   

In April, we welcomed Presidents Miki, Seita, and Syomura of the San JCs along with eight of their 
members, and their two Komachi Princesses, Sakiho and Mao Miyake to Hawaii.  We spent the day 
with the San JCs in conjunction with JCI’s Adopt a School Day to help with a campus beautification 
project for Highlands Intermediate.  From painting to cleaning classrooms and everything in between, 
we were able to bond with the San JCs while giving back to the community.  
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In May, we welcomed President Ishizaki and 7 members of the Odawara JCs to Hawaii.  HJJCC members 
had a chance to mingle with the Odawara JC members at our inaugural Cultural Day where everyone 
had a chance to experience performances and demonstrations from various booths relating to 
Japanese and Hawaiian culture.  After partaking in the Cultural Day festivities, thankfully the weather 
allowed for a nice hike up Diamond Head and refreshing shave ice to cool down from the heat.  
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While our time with our sister cities is limited when 
they come to Hawaii, the memories and friendships 
made are irreplaceable.  Without the help and 
continued support from our membership, the long 
lasting relationships with our sister cities would not 
be possible.  Thank you for helping to make this 
year’s hosting a success and I look forward to having 
our HJJCC members come out next spring to further 
strengthen the special bonds with the Kobe JCs, San 
JCs, and Odawara JCs!  If you would like to get 
involved with International Relations, please contact 
Kari Kiyota at international.relations@hjjcc.com.
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For our last Young Business Roundtable of the 

2017-18 year, noted Executive Coach Scott Simon 

spoke to HJJCC members on leadership and the 

importance of communication. Through an 

interactive workshop, Scott helped attendees 

uncover their communication styles, and how we 

can recognize and match those styles when 

communicating with others.

Scott stressed that we are ALL leaders, but 

leadership takes work; it takes time and energy. 

The effects are not always easily measured and 

they are not always immediate. Leadership is 

always a commitment to others. Leadership is not 

a license to do less; it is a responsibility to do 

more. Let us all be the leaders we wish we had!

YOUNG BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE
By Chris Anjo, 2017-2018 Young Business Roundtable Chairperson

The Young Business Roundtable (YBR) was created to form 
a strong interactive and influential community among 
young professionals in Honolulu, and to assist members in 
excelling in their respective professions and careers. The 
YBR aims to provide and share opportunities for young 
professionals to network, to participate in and affect 
business-related issues, and to gain professional 
development experiences.

Picture Credit: Tyson Yamada
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July
Kristin Alm

Casie Fujihana
Takaho Iwasaki
Justin Limasa

Kurt Nagamine
Becky Ogata

Heather Omori
Kelli Shintani

Roxanne Takaesu
Starla Takara

Jonathan Taketa
Staci Yoshihara

August
Kelly Chun

Lauren Horikoshi
Larsen Ibara
Masato Itoh

Lori Kim
Kirstie Maeshiro-Taikiguchi

Kyson Morikuni
Erin Hi'ilei Morimoto

David Ota
Brent Shiratori
Ryan Sugimura
Eric Tomishima
Kelli-Ann Wong

September
Leighton Chang

Rosie Chinen
Jennifer Ezaki
Amy Fujiwara

Kimberly Perez Hults
Crystine Ito

Colette Masunaga
Brandon Miyagi

Michelle Ota
George Takase

October
Sydette Higuchi

Brittney Kawahara
Kenneth Kim
Jenna Kosaki
Neil Kuioka
Tory Nago

Harrison Saito
Heather Smith-Lee

Kim Takata
Trisha Yamato

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS!

JOIN US FOR THE NEXT YOUNG BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE
Personal Branding with Corey Campbell of Akamai Training

Save the date!
Thursday, 11/1/18 at 6pm (registration 5:30 pm)

3660 on the Rise

Corey Campbell is the CEO and founder of Akamai Training & 
Consulting, a Honolulu-based company specializing in the design 
and development of custom programming to enhance 
organization’s leadership and customer service skills.  He brings 20+ 
years of experience in hotel operations, leadership, and learning 
and development.  As an Executive Performance Coach, he works 
with over 50 local companies and their top leaders to improve their 
personal branding, leadership style, communication skills, and 
ability to motivate and drive the organization.  He is extremely 
passionate about leading, and living, the right way, and brings a 
wealth of real-life experiences into his workshops to enrich the 
learning and make it tangible.  

Want to get involved?
Send an email to info@hjjcc.com to get started!

Honolulu Japanese Junior Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 1105
Aiea, Hawaii 96701

Website: www.hjjcc.com
Email: info@hjjcc.com
Phone: 808.949.2255
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