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To my fellow HJJCC Members and Friends, 

The 2015 Year seems to have gone by so 
very quickly.  Here we now are in 2016, new 
year, fresh start and hopefully more new 
goals to strive for in your life.  Let us not 
forget the great things we did in 2015, but 
let us live in the moment and continue to 
progress as professionals in this great place 
we call home.   

There were some awesome community 
service and membership projects in the last 
half of 2015, which I hope you all had a chance to come out and 
participate in.   It has been a pleasure meeting our new members as 
well as seeing our continuing members at events that do make a 
difference for not only personal/professional achievement but the 
community as well.  I really appreciate the work of our community 
development and membership VPs and their committees who have 
done a wonderful job actively getting people out.  Our Young Business 
Roundtable also taught us a little about balancing life and work, which 
is increasingly harder to do with all the obligations young professionals 
face day in and day out. 

Now in 2016, HJJCC’s big projects are coming up which we really 
need your support.  That’s right folks, the 64th Cherry Blossom Festival is 
here and I hope to see many of you out there at the events and 
supporting where you can.  Festival Ball is March 26th at the Sheraton 
Waikiki – a wonderful and awe -inspiring event.   It is really a great 
experience for you to not only meet the community, but also see how 
the HJJCC assists young Japanese-American women blossom before 
our very eyes.   

Please also do not forget our Nijikai extravaganza in June! 

I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming projects, including our 
international relations projects where our five Japanese Sister Jaycees 
from Kobe, Odawara, Kurashiki, Kojima and Tamashima, come to visit 
and meet our members for a cultural exchange. 

Mahalo Nui Loa and Domo Arigato Gozaimasu! 

Brice K. Ueda, 66th HJJCC President 
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On January 10, 2016, the 64th 
Cherry Blossom Festival officially 
kicked-off and held Opening 
Ceremonies at the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawaii’s New 
Year’s Ohana Festival.  

This year's theme is Kansha, 
which is the Japanese value of 
gratitude and thanks.  Kansha 
embodies the spirit of the 
Cherry Blossom Festival, 
because it represents the 
appreciation of all those who 
help to perpetuate the 
Japanese culture and heritage. 

The highlight of Opening 
Ceremonies was the 
introduction of the 15 64th 
Cherry Blossom Festival Queen 
Contestants, selected for their 
commitment to the 
perpetuation of Japanese 
culture, and passion for 
education and community 
service. They were dressed in 
attire provided by Tori Richard, 
a Gold Sponsor. 

We are pleased to announce 
the 64th Cherry Blossom Festival 
Queen Contestants pictures 
from left to right: Trisha Asao, 
Tarynn Nago, Amanda Youth, 
Rya Sekimoto, Kristi Murakami, 
Asia Ayabe, Kelly Ono, Aimee 
Nelson, Lori Anzai, Crystal 
Ishikawa, Ritsuko Tomari, Alexis 
Okihara, Brittney Kawahara, 
Ellise Kakazu, and Dylan Lau. 

From September 2015, the 
contestants have participated 
in a rigorous series of cultural 
and personal development 
classes, which include 
instruction in taiko, tea 
ceremony, calligraphy, 

2

Japanese business etiquette 
and public speaking, and 
they will continue to do so 
throughout the festival. They 
will also take part in various 
public appearances and 
community service events 
around the island.  

The contestants had their first 
public appearance at Kahala 
Mall on Saturday, January 23, 
2016. The Cherry Blossom 
Festival also announced the 
winners of the Haiku and Art 
Contest held annually for 
Hawaii high school students. 
This year’s winners submitted 
haiku poems and art about the 
festival’s theme – Kansha.  The 
winner of the grade 3-5 
category is Merynn Yamane, 
who is a fifth grader 
at Kaneohe Elementary School. 
The winner of the grade 6-8 
category is Emily Wong, who is 
an eighth grader at Iolani 
School. The winner of the grade 
9-12 category is Joshua Chung, 
who is a ninth grader at Iolani 
School. Winners received a 
$100 award and are featured in 
the 64th CBF Souvenir Book. 

 

 

 

64th Cherry 
Blossom Festival 

Update 
Kara Iwasaki and Desiree 

Uyeda, CBF General Co-Chairs 

Photos by: Chris Kwock 

Please support our contestants by 
attending one of the public 
appearances or any of the upcoming 
events. For more information about our 
events, visit 
www.cbfhawaii.com/events.  

• Windward Mall Public 
Appearance on February 6, 
2016, Noon – 1 p.m. (Free) 

• Golf Tournament on February 
26, 2016, 11 a.m. shot gun at 
Hawaii Prince Golf Course 
(teams starting at $550) 

• Ala Moana Center Public 
Appearance on February 27, 
2016, 3 – 4 p.m. (Free) 

• Contestant Reception on March 
5, 2016, 5 – 8 p.m. at Rumours 
Night Club ($25 pre-sale) 

• Festival Ball on March 26, 2016 
at 5 p.m. at the Sheraton Waikiki 
($100 tickets) 

 
The 64th CBF is also selling t-shirts ($20) 
and souvenir books ($15). 
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Community 
Development 

Gina Maeda-Caluya, VP of 
Community Development 

 

Photos by: Gina Maeda-
Caluya, Chris Kwock, and 

Ryan Matsumoto 
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What a whirlwind of events! 
HJJCC members have been 
making a huge positive impact 
on communities in just a few 
months. For two weekends in 
September, HJJCC volunteers 
worked with the Honolulu 
Chinese Jaycees (HCJ) at their 
annual Healthy Baby Contest. It 
was a great chance to build 
relationships with other Jaycee 
chapters! 

In October, members assisted 
with four different projects! The 
Pacific Buddhist Academy’s 
silent auction at their Lighting 
Our Way awards banquet is 
always an event to look 
forward to, as is the Honolulu 
Japanese Chamber of 
Commerce’s (HJCC) 
Chopsticks & Wine dinner. As 
always, members had an 
impressive showing for the 
Hawaii Jaycees’ Adopt-A-
School Day project. Together 
with teachers and students at 
Keone’ula Elementary School, 
volunteers cleaned up the 
school’s aquaponics system 
and garden, and even 
repainted the front curb. The 
month wrapped up with 
Waialae Complex’s Halloween 
costume contest. From minions 
to two-peas-in-a-pod, 
volunteers had a blast making 
a difference while in creative 
Halloween costumes! 
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Aki Matsuri at the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawaii 
(JCCH) in November was a 
celebration of different 
Japanese autumn traditions, 
including Shichi Go San. 
Members helped with the KC 
Waffledog booth as well as 
assisted in dressing children in 
kimono. 

Braving the early morning hours 
and armed with flashlights and 
reflective vests, volunteers 
directed crowds and cheered 
on runners at the starting line for 
the Honolulu Marathon on 
December 13. 

To celebrate the beginning of 
2016, HJJCC volunteered at 
Ohana Festival at the JCCH. 
Ohana Festival is the cultural 
center’s annual New Year’s 
celebration, complete with 
cultural performances, temples 
offering blessings and omamori 
(good luck charms), and food 
and games booths.  

 

 

 

 

A few days later were the highly 
anticipated Sony Open Pro-Am 
Awards banquet at the Hawaii 
Convention Center. Volunteers 
assisted guests with checking in 
and picking up their prizes, and 
were treated to a concert at the 
end of the night! 

There are two community service 
projects currently scheduled for 
February 2016: a joint cleanup of 
the torii gate in Moiliili with the 
HJCC on February 20, and the 
American Heart Association (AHA) 
Heart Ball on February 27. Hope to 
see you there! 
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Membership 
Development 
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Membership Mixer 

The membership team hosted 
its second membership mixer of 
2015-2016 on September 30, 

2015, at The Republik.  We are 
making an effort to provide 
members with more 
opportunities to make new 
friends and network.  To 
facilitate the networking 
experience we conducted a 
short icebreaker activity, which 
encouraged members and 
guests to share why they joined 
HJJCC.  This networking mixer 
featured appetizers and drinks 
from The Republik along with 
live music later in the evening. 

For more information on how to 
get involved with HJJCC please 
contact us at 
membership@hjjcc.com.  We 
hope to see you at our next 
event! 

Holiday Mixer 

On Wednesday, December 2, 
2015, the Membership and 
Community Development 
committees joined forces to 
host its 2015 Holiday Mixer at 
Nocturna Lounge.  Members 
and guests had the opportunity 
to network, enjoy great food, 
and participate in ugly sweater 

Tyson Yamada, VP of 
Membership Development 

Photos by: Tyson Yamada and 
Ryan Matsumoto 
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and karaoke contests!  We 
were definitely impressed by 
the creative holiday sweaters 
and the amazing talent 
showcased in the karaoke 
contest. 

 

 

 

In the spirit of the holiday season, 
members and guests donated 
over 60 toys for Toy’s for Tots 
Christmas drive.  The toys were 
dropped off to A Cup of Tea with 
the hope of brightening the lives of 
many Hawaii Keiki this Christmas. 

Thank you to my team of Alex, 
Dana, Masato, Mika and Ryan 
along with Gina, Chelsea, Eric, 
Chris and Garrett from Community 
Development for assisting with this 
event.  A huge Mahalo to 
Nocturna for hosting our event! 

 

So many toys were collected at the Holiday Mixer that they couldn’t fit 
everything under the tree at A Cup of Tea, a collection site for Toys for 
Tots Hawaii.  Thanks to everyone that donated toys for this event! 
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January 2016 
Brandon Elefante 
Kristin Katayama 

Kensaku Furuhashi 
Kylie Matsumoto 
Christopher Anjo 

February 2016 
Terrence Kawano 

Garrett Lau 
Ross Kohara 

Nina Furukawa 
Koichi Hozumi 

Alexander Wheeler 
Calvin Matsushima 

Andrew Pang 
Leila Mitsunaga 
Jon Nakasone 

Derek Sayegusa 
Daniel Tanigawa 
Micolas Ogawa 
Chad Uyehara 
Mina Singson-

Brightman 
Kim Fujinaka 

March 2016 
Tanya Leong 
Cheryl Sora 

Christin Lovell 
Todd Nagata 

Yoshihiro 
Takahashi 

Katie Franklin 
Kristalle Okumura-

Hanashiro 
Kimberly Imamura 
Brandon Kamigaki 

Heather Otani 

Happy Birthdays! 

International 
Relations 

Heather Otani, VP of 
International Relations 

The Honolulu Japanese Junior Chamber of Commerce (HJJCC) continues 
to strengthen and maintain relationships with its five sister chapters in 
Japan: The Kobe Junior Chamber (JC), Odawara JC, Kurashiki JC, Kojima 
JC, and Tamashima JC.  The International Relations (IR) committee is 
eagerly anticipating hosting our sister chapters this spring, and we 
encourage you to participate in our events and build friendships with our 
sister chapters.  
 
We are starting to plan for our sister chapter visits so please save the dates: 

• Kobe JC's: March 25 - 28, 2016 
• (3) San JC's: April 7 - 11, 2016 
• Odawara JC's: Mid-May 2016 

 
These hosting events are a way to give back to the warm hospitality and 
generosity received for those who went on the HJJCC Goodwill Tour in 
October in Japan.  We look forward to another year of making memories 
with our sister chapters and hope to see you participate in the various 
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Want to get involved? 
Send an email to info@hjjcc.com to get started! 

Honolulu Japanese Junior Chamber of Commerce 
P.O Box 1105 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96701 

Website: www.hjjcc.com 
Email: info@hjjcc.com 
Phone: (808) 949-2255 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

February Young Business Roundtable with Tanna Dang 
Thursday, February 4, 2016, at 3660 on the Rise 

Registration starts at 5:30pm, presentation begins at 6:00pm 
 

Anne Namba Fashion Show 
Wednesday, February 17, 2016, at Anne Namba Designs 

Fashion Show featuring the 63rd CBF Court starts at 6:00pm 
Parking and Light Refreshments 

RSVP by February 12, 2016 to Sydette.Higuchi@gmail.com 
 

HJCC-HJJCC Joint Community Service Project 
Saturday, February 20, 2016, at Torii Gate by the Japanese Cultural 

Center of Hawaii in Moiliili 
9:00am to 11:00am 

 
American Heart Association Heart Ball 

Saturday, February 27, 2016 at the Sheraton Waikiki 
Report time TBD 

Formal attire (shirt and tie for men, dresses for women) 
RSVP to Community.Service@hjjcc.com 

 
Save the Date for Nijikai 2016! 

Friday, June 3, 2016, 6:00pm to 9:00pm 
Manoa Grand Ballroom 

Honolulu Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii 
Stay tuned for more information! 

 


