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International Relati 

By Garrett Lau - VP of International Relations 

If you are interested in joining our International Relations Committee, 

please email Garrett Lau at international.relations@hjjcc.com! 

As everyone knows, COVID-19 has made it difficult to travel this year, and unfortunately, that meant our Japan sister 

chapters were unable to visit us here in Hawaii. 

The HJJCC is fortunate to have Japan sister city relationships with the Kobe, Kurashiki, Tamashima, Kojima and Odawara 

Jes. For the first time, our HJJCC President Crystine Ito, EVP Kari Kiyota, Vice President of International Relations Garrett 

Lau and YBR Chair/Translator Masa ltoh held virtual Zoom meetings with each chapter to discuss future plans, brain

storm ways to stay connected, and to see how everyone was doing in their respective cities. We are happy to report that 

they are all well and in good spirits! 

The International Relations Committee has started working on creative ideas to connect to our Sister cities during these 

difficult times. Some of the ideas involve virtual hangouts and various activities, all to strengthen our bond and promote 

friendships together. We are excited to share these ideas with everyone so please stay tuned! 

Membership Develop 

By Sheri Morishige - VP of Membership Development 

We started off the new fiscal year with our first Membership 

Committee meeting on Wednesday, July 22nd. Our meeting began 

with introductions of Ross Kohara, VP of Community Development, 

Garrett Lau, VP of International Relations, and Kat Fujitani, Historian 

and Marketing Committee Chair. They shared information regarding 

their respective committees and invited anyone interested to join 

their committees as well. With a group of 13, we then introduced 

ourselves to each other and while many of us had a little extra free 

time during the stay at home order, we each shared a TV show 

series/movie recommendation with the group! 

Next, we reviewed our Membership Survey results, which was taken towards the end of this past fiscal year. The results 

showed that our members are interested in networking, making new friends, helping their community, professional 

development opportunities, and learning about the Japanese culture. With this in mind, we brainstormed and discussed 

ideas for upcoming events while of course, taking into consideration our current health and safety guidelines. 

The Membership Committee will be actively planning a variety of virtual and in-person events throughout the year. All 

HJJCC members are welcome to join our Membership Committee! If you are interested in coming up with fun ideas or 

helping to plan these upcoming events, please email Sheri Morishige at membership@hjjcc.com. 

HJJCC Virtual Game Night - Tuesday. August 18th at 6pm 

We are excited to announce our first membership event of the fiscal year - a virtual game night! 
Members will attend via Zoom and participate in playing simple, virtual games with the chance to win 

prizes from the comfort of their own homes! If you are interested in attending this virtual gathering, 

please RSVP to membership@hjjcc.com by Thursday, August 13th! This event is FREE for all HJJCC 

Members! We look forward to seeing you at our first event! 
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